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"" WWhheenn  aa  MMaann  iiss  tt ii rreedd  ooff   LLoonnddoonn,,  hhee  iiss  tt ii rreedd  ooff   LLii ffee""   
 
 

So wrote Samuel Johnson 1709-1748 and he summed up London perfectly in those few words. 
 
Today London is one of the ten greatest cities in the world. Landmarks like Big Ben, Tower Bridge and 
Buckingham Palace are familiar to millions. It is a city rich in history, which everyone wants to see at least 
once in a lifetime, though one visit barely skims the surface of its 2,000 year old story. 
 
One hundred years ago, London was the greatest city in the world, capital of the world’s first industrialised 
nation and hub of the British Empire, the largest the world has ever seen. Although Britain is no longer the 
predominant world power, London retains its prominent position, recognised as a centre of theatre, classical 
music, pop music and television - indeed, as recent editions of ‘Newsweek’ and ‘Vanity Fair’ will attest, 
London is currently, the “hottest” city, the “coolest” city, food and fashion capital of the world - to name but a 
few superlatives! . The ©City of London©, a commercial centre since Roman times, is one of the world©s three 
major financial powerhouses. 
 
Seven and a half million people live in Greater London, capital of the United Kingdom (England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland) which itself has a population of 55 million The country is governed and 
administered from London and it is here that Parliament meets to make laws and is where the constitutional 
monarch lives, Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
One of London©s and Britain©s, greatest exports, the English Language is now the international language of 
the world. Yet Londoners can hear some 130 languages being spoken. The diverse mixture of cultures is 
reflected in music, markets, religions and restaurants, No wonder each of the capital©s 16 to 20 million 
visitors can find a link with home. 
 
London is, on the other hand, a city of contradictions. It is a metropolis of some 1,580 sq. km yet it is made 
up of recognisable areas, even villages, each with its own identity, history and legends. It is a city full of 
pageantry and culture to suit all tastes.  
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IITTIINNEERRAARRYY  
 

Day 1  
Morning 
 
Afternoon 
 
Evening 
 

Arrival Transfers 
 
At leisure with optional Welcome Walk with qualified local guide 
 
Welcome to London Evening: 

·  Themed Evening In-house  
·  Welcome Buffet Dinner at the London Transport Museum 

Day 2  
Morning 
 
 
 
 
Afternoon 
 
Evening 

Half-day London Sightseeing Tour (group or optional): 
·  West End of London  
·  City of London 
·  Panoramic London including private “flight” on the London Eye 

 
At leisure with assistance of Shopping Shuttle Service 
 
West End Theatre Evening 
OR 
Champagne Reception on the London Eye followed by Exclusive Thames 
Dinner Cruise 

Day 3  
Morning/Afternoon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evening 

Full-Day out of London Excursion (optional): 
·  Windsor & Hampton Court Palace 
·  Bath & Stonehenge 
·  Oxford & Blenheim Palace 

Half Day London Excursions (optional) 
·  London Antique Markets Tour 
·  Backstage Theatre Tour 
·  Behind the Scenes at The All England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club 

(Wimbledon) 
·  Cutting Edge of Fashion 
·  Christies 
·  Behind The Scenes at The Royal Opera House 

 
London Dining Experience  
or  
London Pub Evening  

Day 4  
Morning/ Afternoon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evening 
 

·  Breakfast & Private Early Morning Opening of Harrods Department Store 
·  Breakfast and Private Early Morning Visit to Kensington Palace   
·  The London Challenge 
·  Thames RIB Blast 
·  Full day at leisure, with the help of a London Transport Explorer Pass or 

Shopping Shuttle 
 
Gala Dinner: 

·  Exclusive Evening Viewing of the Crown Jewels followed by dinner in the 
New Armouries at the Tower of London 

·  Reception & Dinner at Tower Bridge 
·  Reception & Dinner at Trinity House 
·  Royal Extravaganza at Hampton Court Palace 

Day 5  
Morning Departures 
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DAY 1 
 
AARRRRIIVVAALL  TTRRAANNSSFFEERRSS  

On arrival at Heathrow or Gatwick Airport, guests will be met, upon emerging 
from Customs, by SPECTRA qualified ‘Blue Badge’ guides who will then 
escort the party to waiting coaches and onwards to the hotel. According to 
airport regulations, guests are obliged to claim their baggage in the baggage 
hall and proceed through Customs on their own.  There are usually plenty of 
trolleys inside the baggage claim areas. En route to the hotel, our guides will 
hand each couple a Welcome Pack of information as well as brief the group 

on other useful points such as shop opening hours and English currency.  
 
OOPPTTIIOONNAALL  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  WWAALLKK  
A guided tour of the local area around the hotel helps to familiarise guests with the 
surroundings that will be their home for the next few days as well as providing the 
opportunity to stretch their legs after the journey. The accompanying guide can point out 
a little history and other practical facts such as which way to look when crossing the road. 
 
 
MMIINNII  ––  MMAASSSSAAGGEESS  
 
On arrival, it is possible to provide trained masseurs in a private room to greet guests  
with a quick head or neck and shoulder massage to ensure that any flying aches are well 
and truly banished! 
 
TTHHEEMMEEDD  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  EEVVEENNIINNGGSS  
In addition to the traditional Great Britain experience our aim is to offer your client a truly memorable 
experience through those special finishing touches. Concepts - these can be utilised solely for evening 
events or for the entire programme. With limitless amounts of props, performers and themes, the sky’s the 
limit! 

 
 
LONDON – PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
London boasts a colourful past, an ever changing present and an exciting future and 
guests sample something of what London has to offer with the help of a ‘time capsule’ 
and a number of famous faces.  
 
 

 
SHAKEN NOT STIRRED 
Need we say more? Martini, bond girls, villains and naturally glamour! 

 
 
 
 
COOL BRITANNIA 
 From the Beatles to Britpop, Twiggy to Kate Moss, Bond to Potter every decade hails 
a new Cool Britannia. 

 
 

 
BEATLEMANIA 
Have a ‘fab’ time as guests are transported back to London in the ‘swinging sixties’. 
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OOFFFF  PPRROOPPEERRTTYY  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  EEVVEENNTT  AATT  TTHHEE  LLOONNDDOONN  TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTT  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
 

Housed in the elegant Victorian Flower Market, the Museum is situation right 
on Covent Garden Piazza.  With its displays of shining trams, trains, buses 
and more, it makes a unique and stunning backdrop for any evening event, 
from cocktail receptions and product launches to presentations and intimate 
dinners.   
 
The Museum will entertain your guests as they journey through time 
discovering the fascinating story of travel, people and the growth of London 
itself.  Guests can wander between the brightly coloured vehicles, admire the 
Museum’s celebrated poster collection and even enjoy hands-on fun with bus 
and Tube simulators. 

 
NB:  Ideal for a Welcome Event with all the atmosphere of London and without any need for room 
décor! 
 

DAY 2 
 
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  WWEESSTT  EENNDD  OOFF  LLOONNDDOONN  TTOOUURR  

Lying to the west of the old City area, the so-called West End 
now forms the heart of London, including in its area the separate 
City of Westminster, which took shape around a royal palace 
founded more than 900 years ago where the Houses of 
Parliament now stand. After pausing to see the riverside view of 
Parliament and Big Ben, we visit Westminster Abbey, where 
sovereigns have been crowned since 1066. The church has 
been rebuilt since then, from 1245 onwards, and now enshrines 
the nation’s history, with many royal tombs and memorials of 
other illustrious figures of the past.  We then continue past the 
governmental buildings of Whitehall to Trafalgar Square, where 
Nelson’s column commemorates a great naval hero, and the 

National Gallery honours the arts of peace; on into West End shopping streets and the entertainment sector 
around Piccadilly Circus, past some of the Royal Parks which provide nearly 1200 acres of open space in 
central London, and royal residences past and present - St. James’ Palace and Clarence House, 
Marlborough House and Buckingham Palace - there (if schedule permits) we watch part of the ceremonial 
Changing of the Guard. 
  
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  CCIITTYY  OOFF  LLOONNDDOONN  TTOOUURR    
The old heart of London lies in the very separate and distinct area known as "The 
City", which covers just one of London©s 610 square miles. It embraces the original 
Roman Londinium, which the Roman historian, Tacitus, described as a "meeting-
place for merchants of many nations" and it is still precisely that today, as one of 
the world©s three leading centres of international finance. Its streets also contain 
the oldest vestiges of London©s history and amidst the power-houses of commerce, 
there are 40 churches of historical interest, 21 of them built by Sir Christopher 
Wren in addition to his master work, St. Paul©s Cathedral, the city©s serene 
centrepiece. Our tour includes visits to the cathedral and the Tower of London, 
where the Crown Jewels may be viewed within a fortress prison first built to 
command the city after the Norman Conquest in 1066. 
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PPAANNOORRAAMMIICC  LLOONNDDOONN  TTOOUURR  IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG  AA  ‘‘FFLLIIGGHHTT’’   OONN  TTHHEE  LLOONNDDOONN  EEYYEE  
 
With occasional stops for photographs, a panoramic drive through some of 
London’s 610 square miles spans more than 1900 years of history and passes 
most of London’s principal sights and places of interest. It features views of 
Westminster Abbey, where sovereigns since William the Conqueror have been 
crowned, the Houses of Parliament which occupy the site of a royal palace 
founded more than 900 years ago, Big Ben and the imposing government 
buildings of Whitehall, leading to Trafalgar Square where Nelson’s Column 
commemorates a great naval hero and the National Gallery honours the arts of 
peace.  
 
In the very separate area known as “The City”, where London’s story began, now 
one of the world’s leading centres of international finance, its earliest remains are 
seen alongside modern citadels of commerce. So too are St. Paul’s Cathedral and 
the Tower of London, where the Crown Jewels are safeguarded in a fortress prison that holds many 
centuries of brutal memory.  The tour also includes residential districts such as Kensington and Belgravia, 
the major shopping areas of Knightsbridge and the West End, the entertainment sections around Piccadilly 
Circus and the Strand, the Royal Parks which provide nearly 1200 acres of open space in central London, 
and royal residences past and present - St. James’ Palace and Clarence House, Marlborough House and 
Buckingham Palace. 

 
 
Optional Enhancement (if not utilised for evening reception): Another view of the city 
will be gained by a ride in the London Eye, the world©s largest observation wheel. Moving 
almost imperceptibly at only a quarter walking pace, this giant structure unfolds astounding 
vistas of London never before possible. At the apex it is possible to see for 25 miles in each 
direction, a real bird©s eye view of London. 
 

 
WWEESSTT  EENNDD  TTHHEEAATTRREE  EEVVEENNIINNGG    

This evening may take several forms, but is ever popular, since London with over 
40 theatres is renowned as the "Mecca" for theatre-goers universally. You may 
choose to purchase tickets for one show or several (offered on a first-come, first-
served basis); dinner may be taken before or after the show. Below is just a small 
selection of shows that are currently playing and due to open in the West End: 
 

Billy Elliot: As a motion picture Billy Elliot broke box office records worldwide and was nominated for a raft 
of awards including 3 Golden Globes, 3 Oscars and 13 Baftas. The original multi-award winning creative 
team were then joined by music legend Elton John to create this funny, heart-warming and feel-good 
celebration of one young boy’s dream. Running Time: 3 hours.  
 
Blood Brothers: Recently voted the most popular British musical of all time by readers of The New York 
Times, Blood Brothers is the captivating and moving tale of twins who, separated at birth, grow up on 
opposite sides of the tracks. The incredible score includes Bright New Day and the emotionally charged Tell 
Me It's Not True. Running Time: 2 hours 45 minutes.  
 
Chicago: “You are about to see a story of murder, greed, corruption, violence, exploitation, adultery and 
treachery... all those things we hold near and dear to our hearts” So begins the musical Chicago and it 
never backs off from its bold and sinister promise. Roxie Hart, a night club dancer dreams of headlining in 
vaudeville, kills her lover, then convinces her husband to come up with $5,000 to hire Chicago’s shrewdest 
lawyer, who then turns her crime into celebrity and in turn gets his client acquitted all presented with wit, 
style, and a whole lot of “razzle dazzle”. Running Time: 2 hours 15 minutes.  
 
Grease: The smash hit musical about high school love returns to the West End to bring smiles to the faces 
of all wannabee T-Birds and Pink Ladies. Grease follows Danny and Sandy, two very different teenagers 
who fall in love in 1950s America. The show features all of the favourite hit songs including You're The One 
That I Want, Hopelessly Devoted and Summer Nights. Running Time: 2 hours 20 minutes.  
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Hairspray: Based on John Waters© cult 1988 film and set in 1960s Baltimore, it tells the story of geeky teen 
Tracy Turnblad, a big girl with big hair, a big heart and a big stage mother who finds celebrity on a TV 
dance programme, a feel good show currently starring the West End’s favourite Michael Ball as Tracey’s 
larger than life mother, Edna Turnblad. Running Time: 2 hours 40 minutes. 
 
Jersey Boys: The rags-to-rock-to-riches tale of four boys working their way from the streets of New Jersey 
to the heights of international pop stardom as Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons. Featuring all the classic 
hits: Sherry, Working My Way Back To You, December 1963 (Oh What A Night) and many more. Running 
Time: 2 hours 45 minutes.  
 
Les Miserables: Another West End “classic”. Written by Alain Boublil, Claude-Michel Schonburg and 
Herbert Kretzmer, Les Miserables is a musical adaptation of Victor Hugo’s great humanitarian novel of love 
and courage, centring on the revolutionary struggles of 19th century France. Directed by Trevor Nunn and 
John Caird this very successful show is in its twentieth year. Running Time: 3 hours.  
 
The Lion King: Disney’s The Lion King cartoon has been brilliantly and irresistibly adapted for the stage 
cleverly combining puppets and set with African performance to recreate the African savannah where the 
young cub Simba takes his journey to take his rightful place as the Lion King. Running Time: 2 hours 50 
minutes.  
 
Mamma Mia!: Had its world premiere in London’s West End and has became the world’s biggest selling 
musical. Set on a remote Greek Island, a young girl decides to find her real father before her wedding and 
much to her mother’s dismay, invites the three “suspects” to her wedding with many hilarious moments on 
her way to her real father walking her down the aisle. Twenty seven of ABBA’s best known songs are 
featured in this toe-tapping musical, including Money, Money, Money, Knowing Me, Knowing You and of 
course Mamma Mia. Running Time: 2 hours 35 minutes. 
 
CCHHAAMMPPAAGGNNEE  ““ FFLLIIGGHHTT””   OONN  TTHHEE  LLOONNDDOONN  EEYYEE  FFOOLLLLOOWWEEDD  BBYY  EEXXCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  TTHHAAMMEESS  DDIINNNNEERR  
CCRRUUIISSEE  OONN  BBOOAARRDD  TTHHEE  SSIILLVVEERR  BBAARRRRAACCUUDDAA  
 

The London Eye is one of the most visually dramatic additions to the Capital’s 
horizon. Sweeping the skyline at 135m the world’s largest observation wheel is 
an accomplishment of engineering and design. The London Eye is the Capital’s 
fourth tallest structure, over 35metres taller than Big Ben and nearly 30 metres 
taller than St Paul’s Cathedral and nearly a third again the size of the Statue of 
Liberty.  The London Eye’s gradual 30 minute, 360 degree rotation gives 
passengers a birds-eye view usually accessible only by helicopter or plane. 
Spectacular, unencumbered panoramic views can be enjoyed from the 32 fully 
enclosed, high tech capsules, each accommodating up to 25 people. Guests will 
be able to see for over 25 miles in each direction and will be guided through their 

airborne journey by our qualified blue-badge guides. In 
private capsules, uniformed waiting staff serve 
Champagne and canapés during the 30-minute flight, 
creating a truly unique way of seeing London. Guests will 
then be lead on foot over the river to the watery location 
for tonight’s dinner, the Silver Barracuda. An elegant 
"floating restaurant" decorated in classic 1920©s Art Deco 
style, guests watch the principal sights of London slip by 
as they enjoy cocktails amongst potted palms and 
comfortable couches on the upper deck, then dinner 
served on the lower deck; after dinner, they may return to the upper deck for dancing, coffee and cordials. 
The evening may be as casual or formal as you choose - a casino evening may even be arranged, with 
croupiers, chips and prizes!  
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DAY 3 – OPTIONAL TOURS 
  
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  LLOONNDDOONN  AANNTTIIQQUUEE  MMAARRKKEETTSS  TTOOUURR  

London’s antique markets have an air of exuberant irreverence, which in itself 
provides sufficient reason to pay them a visit.  Spread across the capital, antique 
traders gather at the various locations on different days of the week and your tour will 
be tailored to include a selection of popular street antique markets operating on the 
day of your tour.  Whatever your taste is, you are bound to find something of beauty 
in London that is within your financial means. An antiques expert escorts the group 
around a selection of antique markets whether it be Camden Passage and Islington, 
Kensington and Chelsea, Gray’s Antique Market or the Silver Vaults and Hatton 
Garden. These markets, with their quiet walkways, provide a veritable pot pourri of 
every kind of dealer under the sun with interesting and ever changing stock at 
relatively reasonable prices.   Bookshops and restaurants nestle among bijou antique 
shops full of prints, silverware, 19th century magazines, jewellery, toys and many 

other collectables.  This morning’s tour is an ideal opportunity for those who want to indulge in some 
genteel browsing, visiting the lesser-known happy hunting grounds for antiques. This half-day tour is an 
ideal opportunity for those who want to indulge in some genteel browsing, visiting the lesser-known happy 
hunting grounds for antiques.  
  
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  BBAACCKKSSTTAAGGEE  TTHHEEAATTRREE  TTOOUURR  
Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes before the curtain rises on 
a theatre production?  Today guests will have the opportunity of seeing behind the 
scenes of a top West End Theatre such as the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane.  Guests 
will be taken around by a member of the theatre staff who will be able to show the 
stars’ dressing rooms and the Green Room where all the costumes are kept as well 
as telling many of the interesting, sad and funny stories associated with the theatre.  
Following the tour we will pay a visit to the Theatre Museum located only a short walk 
from the theatre. This is a fascinating tour and will highlight some of the hard and 
intricate work that goes on when mounting any stage production.  
 
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  BBEEHHIINNDD  TTHHEE  SSCCEENNEESS  TTOOUURR  TTHHEE  AALLLL  EENNGGLLAANNDD  LLAAWWNN  TTEENNNNIISS  &&  CCRROOQQUUEETT  CCLLUUBB  
((WWIIMMBBLLEEDDOONN))  

Enjoy a private tour of The All England Tennis Club, the site for the 
“grandest” Grand Slam Tournament of the tennis season, as well as a visit 
to The Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum.  The Museum was first opened in 
1977 to mark the centenary of The Championships.  The displays cover the 
whole history of Lawn Tennis – from its origins in Real or Royal Tennis to 
the most recent Championships.  The development of the game is traced 
from a polite pastime to a highly professional spectator sport.  All the 
Wimbledon Champions are featured and there are details of the career of 

every major player since the advent of open tennis in 1968. 
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TTHHEE  CCUUTTTTIINNGG  EEDDGGEE  OOFF  FFAASSHHIIOONN  --  PPRRIIVVAATTEE  OOPPEENNIINNGG  AANNDD  EEAASSTT--EENNDD  SSHHOOPPPPIINNGG  TTOOUURR    

 
For those in the know, Shoreditch is the way forward in terms of fashion stakes in 
London.  This area of derelict warehouses and storerooms has now transformed into a 
truly chic retreat, which not only oozes style, but creates worldwide fashion – we are 
truly going back to basics.  With the reassuring guidance of a top fashion guru, this day 
could truly be a life changing experience.   
 
To start the day off on the right Louboutin foot, enjoy a private opening of one of the 
area’s most talked about boutiques, and share an espresso with the shop owner, whilst 
the head-stylist offers a few pearls of wisdom on next season’s key pieces.  From here 

onwards, the   East End is your oyster, and your specialist fashion guru will be delighted to show you a 
treasure-trove of goodies in the local area.  From burlesque to punk, and from boho to bling, Shoreditch 
really has it all.   
 
CCHHRRIISSTTIIEE’’SS  
 

A chance to look behind the scenes at Christie’s auction house, 
which was set up in 1766 by James Christie, whose son moved to 
the present address in King Street.  Since 1823 buyers have glided 
up the red carpeted staircase to the Great Rooms to watch 
heirlooms be bid up or knocked down one by one for as much as 
fashion and the mood of that day will stand.  One of Christie’s early 
house clearances was number 22 St. James Place, after its owner 
Samuel Rogers died in 1855, a sale that lasted 22 days and made 
£4.500.  More recently, a single canvas by Van Gogh, “Sunflowers” 
sold for £24.75 million.  Today, seasoned auctioneers tease and 
goad their bidders, pace their sale up to its climax and reckon they 

put on the best free show in town.  Enjoy a glass of champagne in the Boardroom of Christie’s before the 
tour or alternatively tea, coffee and morning pastries. 
 
BBEEHHIINNDD  TTHHEE  SSCCEENNEESS  TTOOUURR  AATT  TTHHEE  RROOYYAALL  OOPPEERRAA  HHOOUUSSEE  
 

The Royal Opera House Covent Garden is located in the area which was 
formerly the garden of a convent and later a famous fruit and vegetable 
market. A brief walk through Covent Garden will give guests an overview of 
the area and its history, before visiting the prestigious Royal Opera House. 
After its restoration, the Royal Opera House now has some of the most 
advanced and extensive backstage facilities of any opera house in the 
world. With dozens of departments, rehearsal studios and front of house 
facilities, it takes hundreds of people to maintain an ever-changing, world-
class repertoire in ballet and opera. A specially designed backstage tour will 
give rare insight and access to areas not usually available, as well as a 
chance to see the modelling room or costume department,  the speed with 
which whole stage sets can be changed and the perfection demanded of the 

dancers (even during classes). The Crush Bar Foyer with its magnificent chandelier prepares one for the 
grandeur of the main auditorium and the modern design within the old floral hall melds the old with the new 
in style. Light refreshments can be offered at the end of the tour to enable guests to further enjoy the 
presence of their Royal Opera House guide and the ambience of this very special place of creative 
excellence.  
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FFUULLLL--DDAAYY  EEXXCCUURRSSIIOONN  TTOO  WWIINNDDSSOORR  AANNDD  HHAAMMPPTTOONN  CCOOUURRTT  PPAALLAACCEE    

A short drive west to Windsor to visit the largest 
inhabited castle in the world, principal country 
residence of Her Majesty the Queen. William the 
Conqueror began this stupendous royal fortress, 
about the same time as the Tower of London was 
begun in 1078. Windsor has always been one of 
the favourite residences of the reigning monarch, 
and whose name the Royal Family has borne 
since 1915. The most important architectural 
structure within the castle is the 16th Century St. 

George©s Chapel, and the State Apartments contain numerous major works of art, including the largest 
collection of drawings and manuscripts by Leonardo da Vinci. Our day continues with a visit to Hampton 
Court Palace, a large rambling medieval palace built by Cardinal Wolsey in 1514.  It was "presented" by 
him to Henry VIII in an attempt to regain the King’s favour.  Henry added the Great Hall and Tudor Tennis 
Court, and 5 of Henry©s wives lived here. The palace remained a royal residence until the death of George 
II in 1760, and it was during the reign of William and Mary that the magnificent Privy Gardens were laid out.  
One of the most ambitious garden restoration projects in English history was completed in summer 1995, 
restoring these gardens to their original state, with steps connecting the terrace and raised walks with the  
sunken garden below. NB: at certain times of the year it is possible to offer private guided tours of the 
Great Kitchen or the State Rooms (evenings only). 
 
FFUULLLL--DDAAYY  EEXXCCUURRSSIIOONN  TTOO  BBAATTHH  AANNDD  SSTTOONNEEHHEENNGGEE    
Drive west from London to one of Britain©s oldest and most historic cities, rightly 
known as the "Queen of English Cities". Its recorded history begins in AD 44 
when it became an important Roman settlement, the only hot mineral springs in 
Britain to have gushed forth a quarter of a million gallons at a constant 
temperature of 120 degrees Fahrenheit every day, quite possibly since the world 
began. A visit will be made to the series of baths built by the Romans, now the 
finest architectural remains in the British Isles. In the 18th Century Bath achieved 
its apotheosis: the entire city was rebuilt within 100 years, its uniform elegance and refinement an 
unsurpassed achievement in town planning. Visit the Pump Rooms, where the "creme de la creme" of 
Regency society gathered to “take the waters" in a vain attempt to ease their overburdened livers.  
 
Drive through the superbly proportioned squares, terraces and crescents, each one an eloquent testament 
to the bygone age of graciousness and dignity. Time will be allowed for leisure to lunch and shop. 
 
 If time permits, the above tour can be extended to include Stonehenge, the most important prehistoric 
structure in Europe:  its stones weighing over 45 tons and reaching a height of 22 feet are arranged with 
evident astronomical purpose, still commanding homage to mysteries that have surrounded us for over 400 
years. NB: at certain times of the year it is possible to offer exclusive group access to the Inner Circle at 
Stonehenge (very early mornings and evenings only). 
  
FFUULLLL--DDAAYY  EEXXCCUURRSSIIOONN  TTOO  OOXXFFOORRDD  &&  BBLLEENNHHEEIIMM  PPAALLAACCEE  

Crossing the Chiltern Hills, we drive to Oxford, seat of Britain©s oldest 
university; known as "the city of dreaming spires" it has also been the 
training ground of prime ministers and Nobel prize-winners and of talents 
as diverse as those of John Wesley and Oscar Wilde, Dr. Samuel Johnson 
and Richard Burton. Sir Christopher Wren©s career began at Oxford and so 
did the writing of "Alice in Wonderland". Its architecture spans ten 
centuries, with 653 buildings officially listed as being of particular merit. Its 
museums and libraries contain an equal heritage of art and learning. We 
visit some of the ancient colleges, such as Brasenose, Christ Church or 

New College, whose velvet- lawned quadrangles give an air of quiet timelessness, before continuing to 
Blenheim Palace, Sir John Vanbrugh©s triumphant baroque Valhalla: built between 1705-1722, it was 
intended as the gift of a grateful nation to John Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough, for his decisive defeat of 
Louis XIV. Sadly, John©s headstrong Duchess quarrelled with Queen Anne and the Marlboroughs had to 
pay for the Palace©s completion themselves.  
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The interior is a treasure house of paintings, tapestries, porcelain and furniture of inestimable merit. The 
focal point of the permanent Churchill Exhibition is the small bedroom on the ground floor where his 
American mother gave birth to Winston Churchill in November, 1874. NB: Blenheim Palace is also possible 
to offer as an extremely lavish gala dinner location. 
 
LLOONNDDOONN  DDIINNIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE  
London boasts an infinite variety of restaurants.  This evening, guests will have the 
opportunity of dining at one of a selection of London’s finest.  What could be better 
than enjoying good food, wine, service and atmosphere in the company of friends 
and colleagues? Some restaurants have private rooms where the group can be 
self-contained if this is considered more suitable. Here follows just a sample of 
some of the current first class dine-around restaurants; where we state they should 
stand-alone we mean they are not suitable for pre-theatre either because they are 
not located in the right area or because the experience should not be rushed but 
needs time to be enjoyed to the full. 
 
Bentley’s: Bentley’s has re-opened following its acquisition and loving makeover by renowned chef 
Richard Corrigan.  On the ground floor there’s a swish cocktail bar and a separate oyster bar where it’s 
possible to perch on stools for solo dining or sit with companions at proper tables.  Upstairs, the gorgeous  
 
petrol blue and cream fine-dining room is where Corrigan really shows off the kind of flair that’s won him a 
Michelin star at Lindsay House in Soho.  Service can be rather slow but charming and, overall, Bentley’s 
has instantly joined London’s premier restaurant league.  Private dining for a maximum of 60 guests in the 
Jameson Room and for 14 in the Crustacea Room. 
 
Embassy: Embassy is nestled behind bustling Piccadilly.  It is trendy and comfortable at the same time.  
Most people rave about the ‘great’ experiences created by easy-going staff.   The highest praise is reserved 
for chef Garry Hollihead whose kitchen has achieved terrific consistency with his wonderful modern French 
menu. Decadent starters and a far-reaching wine list has a strong French influence, so there is plenty of 
choice from Italy, Spain and the New World.  If you’re in the mood, and can extricate yourself from the 
comfort of your white leather chair, head to the late-night club below.   
 
Cocoon: Cocoon marks the revival of a site that was formerly home to the much-lauded 1990’s restaurant 
L’Odéon and many have welcomed this Pan-Asian yearling with its beautiful and uber-cool design; table 
tops filled with rose petals, groovy swivel chairs and lots of gauzy curtains.  Under new chef Andrew 
Lassetter the restaurant has taken an upward turn with dishes showing an assured knowledge of Japanese, 
Chinese and Thai cookery techniques and ingredients.  There’s an intriguing selection of fusion-style 
desserts, or head to the bar for a fabulous cocktail instead - even the non-alcoholic versions are delicious.  
Private dining 14. 
 
Guinea Grill: There’s no better place to escape from emails and phone calls than at this Mayfair stalwart 
whose regulars, pack in daily for the fantastic food and the polished and professional approach of the staff.  
While the front of the operation is dominated by a perennially busy bar, the crisp napery and good 
silverware in the pint-sized restaurant behind work just as well for a business venue as a social one.  The 
wood-panelled private room upstairs is a good place for entertaining.  Lunch time eaters often fuse into 
evenings and merry groups often congregate for pints of beer in the bar, or, weather permitting, on the 
cobbles outside.  Private dining for 28. 
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Scott©s: Scott©s was originally opened as an oyster warehouse in 1851 by a young fishmonger by the name 
of John Scott and rapidly evolved into the now famous seafood restaurant and oyster bar.  Established as 
one of the most fashionable and glamorous eateries in town the restaurant has welcomed film stars, 
politicians and writers through the decades.  Ian Fleming, the creator of James Bond was often seen at 
Scott©s in the 50’s and 60’s and it was reportedly here that he discovered the dry martini ©shaken not 
stirred©.  Scott’s was acquired by Caprice Holdings in 2005 and in January 2007 re-opened to great acclaim.  
Vast sums have been lavished on the interiors during the lengthy revamp and the results are stunning: 
leather banquettes, twinkly lighting, a central crustacea bar in the style of a turn-of-the century cruise liner, 
crisp table linen and the best silver cutlery create a sophisticated, grown-up setting.  Happily, the sexy 
surrounds are matched by top-notch food, which majors in fish.  Private dining for 30. 
 
LLOONNDDOONN  PPUUBB  EEVVEENNIINNGG    

The Pub is a very British institution, some even say it is our second home and this 
evening you will have the opportunity to discover the reason why, as we take 
participants on a pub crawl around some of our more 
historic and atmospheric pubs in London. During the 
evening guests have the opportunity to sample some real 
British beer (served at room temperature) whilst chatting to 
locals at the bar as well as enjoying some traditional "Pub 

Grub". The first and second pubs will be visited for drinks only, and dinner will be at a 
third pub with an additional drink to accompany the meal. Dinner will be a typical pub 
meal served in a private room and would consist of such dishes as home-made soup, 
steak and mushroom pie, English sherry trifle all washed down by  pints of beer. 
Transfers can be by a double decker London bus for a supplement. Some of the 
historic hostelries we use are described below: 
 
The George Inn: Once just one of scores of coaching inns along Borough High Street, today the George 
Inn is the sole remaining galleried coaching house in London. Inside the walled yard, tradesmen had 
offices, plays were performed and musicians played, whilst lords and ladies relaxed in front of roaring log 
fires after taking strenuous and uncomfortable journeys. The current building is but a tiny portion of the 
original George Inn and dates from 1676 when the Inn was rebuilt after being totally destroyed in the Great  
 
Fire of Southwark. Plays are still occasionally performed and musicians from a variety of tastes also 
perform in the courtyard, whilst the George provides a unique glimpse of ©olde worlde© London. 
 
Princess Louise: This is a remarkable Victorian pub, which has changed little this century and still boasts 
original mirrors surrounded by decorated floral tiles and ornate plasterwork.  Traditional English beers from 
around the country are the major attraction, along with the impressive U-shaped bar that threads through 
the main room with its bare floorboards.  
 
The Old Bank of England: In the 16th-17th century Fleet Street was packed with taverns.  Two of these, 
the Cock and The Haunch of Venison were on the site of the present hostelry.  The Cock is mentioned in 
Pepy’s Diary, and was the venue of Lord Tennyson’s Will Waterproof’s monologue.  Both the Cock and 
Haunch of Venison were demolished to make way for the new branch of the Bank of England in 1888.  The 
branch was initially set up at the invitation of the Treasury to cater for the administration department of the 
Royal Courts of Justice.  The Bank of England traded here for 87 years.  The cellars are fascinating - as 
many as possible of the safe and vault doors have been retained including two walk-in safes in the kitchen.  
Today the Old Bank of England is a sumptuous, upmarket eating and drinking emporium. 
 
Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese: Over the years, many famous writers have stopped in the dark, unpretentious 
little rooms of this 17th century former chop house.  Genuinely historic and full of character, it’s one of 
London’s most famous old pubs.  The almost unending profusion of small bars and rooms has bare wooden 
benches built into the walls, sawdust on bare boards and on the ground floor, high beams, crackly old black 
varnish, Victorian paintings on the dark brown walls and big open fires in winter.   
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DAY 4 
 
PPRRIIVVAATTEE  BBRREEAAKKFFAASSTT  AATT  HHAARRRROODDSS  

Harrods, the largest store in London and perhaps even Europe, has 
the appropriate motto "Everything for everybody everywhere”.  This 
is scarcely an overstatement, for Harrods does indeed seem to have 
everything including a bank, a funeral parlour, a pet shop and the 
largest piano department in the world.  You can insure yourself in 
Harrods, hire a Rolls Royce or have suitcases tailored to fit the boot 
of your car.  You can even have breakfast in the store. Harrods 
opens its doors to the public at 10.00am, however for a group of 50 
plus it is possible to enter the store at 09.00am for breakfast in the 
celebrated Georgian Restaurant located on the top floor of the 

building. Here in opulent surroundings guests will be offered a traditional English Breakfast together with a 
glass of Harrods “Pick Me Up Cocktail”.  Each guest will receive a Harrods Store guide so they can find their 
way around after breakfast. NB: is also available as an evening option once the store has closed to the 
public. 
 
PPRRIIVVAATTEE  OOPPEENNIINNGG  OOFF  KKEENNSSIINNGGTTOONN  PPAALLAACCEE  TTHHEE  FFOORRMMEERR  HHOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  LLAATTEE  DDIIAANNAA  
PPRRIINNCCEESSSS  OOFF  WWAALLEESS  
Kensington Palace is the former London home of the late 
Princess of Wales and once the private residence of the monarch 
from 1689 - 1760.  The original house was purchased by William 
II who then commissioned Sir Christopher Wren to convert it into 
a royal residence.  The house at that time was situated in the 
quiet sleepy village of Kensington but as soon as the court moved 
there it became the place to be and is now the very wealthy and 
fashionable Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.   The last 
king to reside in the palace was George II and Queen Victoria  
was born here and it is where she received the news of her 
accession to the throne. Today some of the state apartments are open to the public where the Court Dress 
Collection is housed. Here is a fascinating display of Court Dress through the ages. Guests are given a 
private tour prior to its opening to the general public, followed by a continental breakfast buffet in the 
Orangery. NB: is also available as an evening option once the palace has closed to the public. 
 
THAMES RIVER RIB (RIGID INFLATABLE BOAT) BLAST 
A real treat for adrenaline junkies! On this action-packed two hour 
river tour, guests blast through central London at high speed in close 
formation from Parliament to past the Thames Barrier, seeing the 
heart of London and the financial districts (there are no speed limits) 
and enough space to really show what these high-powered boats 
can do! Refreshments are provided in an adjacent hotel prior to 
boarding and bags can be stored. Each guest will be provided with 
smart breathable oilskins which will keep guests warm and dry even 
through the most inclement weather. This exhilarating experience is sure to give guests a send off from 
London that they will not forget in a hurry!  Please note that the maximum capacity per boat is 9 guests. 
Participants will need a reasonable level of physical health rather than fitness and not suffer from any of the 
following knee, hip, back, neck or weight problems. 
 
SSHHOOPPPPIINNGG  SSHHUUTTTTLLEE  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
The shopping shuttle motorcoach will follow a route to include the main shopping 
areas to include Oxford Street, Regent Street, Piccadilly and Bond Street highlighting 
some of the more fashionable shops in the area. The first stop will be at Harrods the 
famous London store that has everything and the nearby Harvey Nichols.  Continue 
on to Piccadilly and the Queen’s Grocers Fortnum and Masons each stop will allow 
the choice to stay and explore the stores at leisure, returning to the hotel on one of the 
later scheduled shuttle buses. 
 



����
� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � � ���� � � 	 � �� � 	 � �� � 	 � �� � 	 � � � �� �� �� � ����
 
SSOO  YYOOUU  TTHHIINNKK  YYOOUU  KKNNOOWW  LLOONNDDOONN??    --  TTHHEE  LLOONNDDOONN  CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEE  
 

A hectic, fun last day in the Capital with teams experiencing 
everything someone might want to experience in a week – in 2 hours! 
The day commences with a short briefing explaining the rules, 
logistics etc. setting the scene for a fun morning. The group are split 
into smaller teams and handed a “Survival Kit” containing: 

·  1 x digital camera (hired) 
·  A “deck” of challenge playing cards detailing the tasks that the 

group must complete  
·  London Street Map 
·  London Underground Map 

·  1 x London Transport Travel card per person 
·  Cash for the purchase challenges 
·  Typically British snacks to keep the group going until their pub lunch 

 
THE CHALLENGE 
Each team must firstly elect a team leader and a London/Client/purpose of the programme themed team 
name (the more creative, the more points awarded!) and find (not buy!) a team mascot that matches.  It is 
up to the team leader (“Big Ben”) to organise the team and ensure that they manage their limited time and 
team resources available well. Each team will then have a number of London related tasks to complete as 
dictated by their Ace Challenge Playing Cards exploring London ancient and modern! Examples of possible 
tasks could include: 
 
Strike a Pose: Locate a statue of a famous British person and take a photo of AT LEAST one member of 
the team copying the pose. Points will be awarded for accuracy (the use of props such as bags and hats is 
allowed) and the more team members in the picture, the more points!  
 
Ticket to Ride: Use the public transport Travel Card to take a trip on the top deck of a London bus (not a 
tour bus!) use the moving pictures mode on the camera to create a 2 minute movie complete with 
commentary by the team. 
 
Going Underground: Use the public transport Travel Card to travel on the Underground and pick up a 
“Tube Map” (available free at most main stations) to prove it. If there are not any on display, they may have  
 
to ask a member of Transport for London Staff (extra points will be gained if they can get them to pose for a 
picture!). 
 
Cheers!: Enjoy a pint of beer in a traditional British pub, pick up a beer mat to prove it! 
 
Shop ‘Til You Drop: There are many of course but for instance Fortnum and Mason, Harrods- buy a store 
branded item for under GBP £2.00 to prove it! 
 
Starstruck: A number of famous films have been set in London, recreate a famous scene using the moving 
images function on the camera (and if they can’t think of one, remember that creativity means points!). 
 
Bon Appetite! 
Crisps (or chips!) are a British institution buy a packet of Crisps and eat them as a team but don’t forget to 
keep the packet as proof! 
 
Sing a Song!: AT LEAST 3 members of the group must perform a song with London in the lyrics, chose 
your location carefully to complement the performance. 
 
FINAL CHALLENGE  
All groups meet back at the lunch pub by the allotted time for a final quick fire question round where the 
teams are competing against each other for those final points before enjoying a hearty pub lunch! The 
winning team will then be judged and prizes awarded either at lunch or that evening where the images can 
be downloaded into a farewell presentation if required. 
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EEXXCCLLUUSSIIVVEE  EEVVEENNIINNGG  VVIIEEWWIINNGG  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCRROOWWNN  JJEEWWEELLSS  FFOOLLLLOOWWEEDD  BBYY  DDIINNNNEERR  IINN  TTHHEE  RROOYYAALL  
AARRMMOOUURRIIEESS  AATT  TTHHEE  TTOOWWEERR  OOFF  LLOONNDDOONN  
 

Many say that “The Tower IS London” for it is in this mighty 
fortress that 900 years of Britain’s most dramatic history has 
been played out. Built as a fortress and palace for William the 
Conqueror in 1086 it remains Her Majesty’s fortress and palace 
today. Her Constable is responsible, together with the Yeoman 
Warders, for running The Tower and maintaining its status and 
traditions. After the public has left in the evening, The Yeoman 
Warders (often nick-named Beefeaters) greet our guests and 
conduct them along the cobbled street in through the 
threatening gates and portcullis, while they recount thrilling 
tales of former prisoners, executions and highly charged 

dramas of the past. As this is one of the most secure palaces in the country, it is here that the priceless 
Crown Jewels are kept. The Keeper of the Jewels welcomes guests with refreshments and tells them of this 
amazing collection, before conducting them around the vaults where the jewels are kept.  After cocktails, 
guests are conducted across the open Broadwalk courtyard to the New Armouries. (This is an opportunity 
to have some musical entertainment- musicians from the Brigade of Guards, a marching display or a 
Scottish piper to marshal the guests across to the New Armouries). The Tower has always been a 
storehouse of arms and armour and within the walls (more than a hundred years old) of The New 
Armouries, a handsome banqueting hall has been created. Facilities are up to the minute and provide  
 
elegant and comfortable surroundings to enjoy dinner. On departure, the walk through the hushed and 
dimly lit courtyard and cobbled street back to the coach, can be an eerie reminder of all that has happened 
in this very important place. NB: the Crown Jewels are also available for exclusive early morning viewings. 
  
GGAALLAA  EEVVEENNIINNGG  AATT  TTOOWWEERR  BBRRIIDDGGEE  
 
Often referred to as ‘London Bridge’, because the outline of its twin towers is 
recognised as a symbol of London just as the Eiffel Tower is in Paris or the Statue 
of Liberty in New York, this massive bascule bridge was opened to the public in 
June 1894 and still provides an invaluable crossing of the River Thames for 
pedestrians and road transport while allowing access for ships to the Pool of 
London. It is the only bridge in the world that has an exhibition inside it and the 
recent introduction of animatronic figures enlivens the story of its construction and 
development in the late 1880’s and early 1890’s.  Audio-visual images enhance the 
narrative as one climbs higher and higher until the level of the upper walkway is 
reached (140 feet above the river).  From here a good view downstream towards 
Docklands and Canary Wharf is obtained or from the other (west) walkway there is 
a view of the London Bridge, the Tower of London and St Paul’s Cathedral.  
Cocktails are enjoyed on the East Walkway of the Bridge, whilst dinner is served 
on the West Walkway, overlooking the spectacular sight of London Town, as dusk 
falls and the lights come on.  A Harpist playing in the background is a perfect 
musical touch to the evening!  
 
RROOYYAALL  EEXXTTRRAAVVAAGGAANNZZAA  AATT  HHAAMMPPTTOONN  CCOOUURRTT  PPAALLAACCEE  
 
The Royal Palace of Hampton Court sprawls majestically beside the River 
Thames just 12 miles from central London.  The excellent hunting attracted 
King Henry Vlll to the area in the 16th Century, and his magnificent Banquet 
Hall even today speaks of the great feasts and revelry that this robust King 
enjoyed there. This evening, coaches will sweep through the Trophy Gates 
guarded by stone lions and unicorns, into the torch-lit drive and up to the 
Great Gatehouse. The multitude of towers and ornate 16th century 
chimneys make an arresting sight. The inner courtyards beckon us to the 
King’s Entrance where coats are collected.   
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Climbing the regal staircase, marvel at the freshness and brilliance of the painted 
ceiling, leading to the King’s Guard Chamber, where guests may be announced to the 
host by a formal Toastmaster and offered cocktails of their choice, then are free to 
walk through the adjacent apartments, which illustrate the workings of both the 
medieval palace and those of the 18th Century. Dinner is announced by Fanfare 
Trumpeters and guests proceed along the haunted corridor into the Great Hall.  The 
high wooden ceiling acts as a soundboard to the lilting tones of music coming from 
the minstrels’ gallery, which overlooks the great rectangular chamber.  Candles flicker 
in the tall candelabra and the dark wood and gilt of the ceiling is echoed in the 
mahogany style banquet chairs and burnished gold table linen.  Old English roses 
entwine with hedgerow plants to decorate the table. A traditional banquet is served to 
include old English recipes, the ceremonial carving of the sirloin of beef and possibly 

the passing of a Loving Cup.  Scroll style menus follow the theme of this glittering event and provide an 
attractive memento for the guests. At the end of the evening guests are invited downstairs for a "stirrup cup” 
while they collect their coats and watch a spectacular fireworks display.  The fireworks fade with a cascade 
of cannon and smoke and the smell of cordite attacks the nostrils; as the smoke drifts across the darkened 
forecourt in the silence the sound of a Regimental Guards Band is heard.   The soldiers march through the 
smoke and into the spotlight to "Beat the Retreat” with a crescendo of tuneful music and a precision 
marching display to match.  The Guards’ departure signals the end of a spectacular evening and coaches 
are ready to carry guests back to the hotel.  As the guests walk back through the courtyard a single spot-lit 
bagpiper, standing on the ramparts, plays haunting melodies which draw them to the West Gate where 
coaches await.  The return journey time is approximately 25 minutes. 
 
TTRRIINNIITTYY  HHOOUUSSEE  
 
Celebrate England©s rich naval heritage in Trinity House, a classic Georgian 
building with spectacular views overlooking the Tower of London. The 
Corporation of Trinity House was founded by King Henry VIII to look after 
the welfare of his sailors, as well as maintenance of lighthouses and light-
ships around England©s coast. This function is still performed today, and the 
building has an historic collection of naval memorabilia. Cocktails are served 
in the ornate Courtroom and dinner in the Library, with its minstrels© gallery 
and fine collection of artwork and historic books (including Samuel Pepys© 
original diaries).  
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CCOOSSTT  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  FFOORR  LLOONNDDOONN  SSAAMMPPLLEE  PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE  
AAPPRRIILL  22001100  ––  MMAARRCCHH  22001111  ((OOUURR  RREEFF::  1100--00337799))  

CCOOSSTT  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  PPRREEPPAARREEDD  99  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  22000099  
 
All prices quoted are based on a minimum group of 100 people travelling to London in 2010. Should the 
number of participants increase or decrease SPECTRA reserves the right to re-cost the programme based 
on the new number of participants. Prices quoted are SPECTRA best estimated net rates in Pounds 
Sterling and are inclusive of service charges where applicable and VAT (Value Added Tax) at the projected 
rate of 17.5% applicable from 1st January 2010 and subject to change due to Government legislation. All 
transportation will be by luxury air-conditioned motorcoach, unless otherwise advised, accompanied by a 
qualified English speaking guide throughout. 


