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“ Such dusky grandeur 
clothed the height 

Where the huge Castle holds its state,  
and all the steep slope down, 

 Whose ridgy back heaves to the sky, 
 Piled deep and massy, close and high,  

Mine own romantic town"  
 

Sir Walter Scott (1771- 1832) 
 
Edinburgh, Scotland's Capital City, like Rome, is built on seven hills and is one of the most rewarding cities 
in the world. Not only is Edinburgh one of the most historic cities of Europe, it is also one of the most 
attractive, with architectural glories, such as the New Town and Holyroodhouse vying with treasures of 
national heritage, such as the vast collections of the Scottish National Gallery and the other great 
museums of the city. 
 
Edinburgh however is much more than this. Its festival is world-famous. In addition there is no city sprawl. 
Within a few minutes walk of the city centre, can be found small village communities, oases of quiet and 
calm that have existed in Edinburgh for many centuries. 
 
Edinburgh offers a wide variety of possibilities for people of all ages, from the splendid shops of Princes 
Street, to the brooding magnificence of the Castle, which dominates the City, and the Georgian architecture 
of the New Town.  Above all Edinburgh is a welcoming city and is determined that its visitors have a good 
time. Edinburgh is a fantastic city and can offer a wide variety of things to do and see for visitors. It can 
work as a stand alone destination or in conjunction with London or alternatively in conjunction with one of 
the Scottish resort properties. The beauty of Edinburgh is that within 20 minutes you can be in the Scottish 
countryside, which opens up a wide variety of different alternatives. Edinburgh is easily accessible by plane 
and also by train from London, both chartered and scheduled services. The below are only meant as 
suggestions, and other possibilities can be looked at. 
 

So once you have visited Edinburgh 
 

"Haste ye back."   
 



 
IITTIINNEERRAARRYY  

Day 1  
 
Morning 
 
Afternoon 
 
Evening 
 

 
Arrival Transfers 
 
At leisure  
 
“Welcome to Scotland” Evening In-house 
 

Day 2  
 
Morning 
 
Afternoon 
 
Evening 

 
Half-day Edinburgh Sightseeing Tour 
 
At Leisure 
 
Edinburgh Dining Experience 
 

Day 3  
 
Morning 
 
 
 
 
 
Afternoon 
 
Morning/Afternoon 
 
 
 
Evening 

 
A Selection of Half-Day Excursions (group or optional): 

·  Glenkinchie Distillery Tour 
·  Rosslyn Chapel  
·  Museum of Scotland & Scottish Parliament 
·   

 
At leisure 
or  
Three-quarter Day Tours: 

·  Traquair House 
·  Stirling & Bannockburn 

 
Edinburgh Pub Evening  
 

Day 4  
 
Morning/Afternoon 
 
Evening 
 

 
Golf 
 
Gala Dinner: 

·  Hopetoun House 
·  Mansfield Traquair 
·  Royal Yacht Britannia 

 
Day 5  
 
Morning 

 
Departures 
 

 
 
 

 



 
DAY 1 

 
AARRRRIIVVAALL  TTRRAANNSSFFEERRSS  
On arrival at Edinburgh or Glasgow Airport, guests will be met, upon emerging from Customs, by 
SPECTRA local Scottish guides who will then escort the party to waiting coaches and onwards to your 
hotel. According to airport regulations, guests are obliged to claim their baggage in the baggage hall and 
proceed through Customs on their own.  There are usually plenty of trolleys inside the baggage claim 
areas. En route to the hotel, our guides will hand each couple a Welcome Packet of information as well as 
brief the group on other useful points such as shop opening hours and Scottish currency. If applicable hotel 
registration cards will also be given out. For a group of 40 or more people arriving together, baggage would 
be transferred by a separate baggage van accompanied by a baggage supervisor. 
 
  
WWEELLCCOOMMEE  TTOO  SSCCOOTTLLAANNDD  EENNTTEERRTTAAIINNMMEENNTT  IINN--HHOOUUSSEE  
For your “Welcome to Scotland” evening function we would 
suggest having a casual event so that guests can come and go 
as they wish and instead of offering a served dinner offering a 
buffet instead. For entertainment something that works well is to 
put a variety of craft stalls into the room so that guests can 
wander from stall to stall to see what is on offer. A wide variety 
of stalls can be included depending on the budget and some 
suggestions are outlined below: 
 
Golf Club Maker: For the avid golfers an opportunity to talk about the art of golf club making through the 
ages. 
Weaver: Scottish knitwear is famous the world over and a weaver will be on hand to show guests how 
wool is spun and turned into fine Scottish knitwear. 
Sgian Dubh/ Sword Maker: A Sgian Dubh is part of a Scotsman’s national dress, a small knife worn in the 
sock. See how they are made, some inlaid with precious stones, woods and ivories 
Clan Tartan Centre: An opportunity to discuss the Tartan, What is a Sporran? How do you wear Ghillie 
Brogues? What is a feather bonnet made from? 

 
 
Added to this we could have some lively entertainment 
provided by a Scottish Folk Trio. The Trio would sing and 
play many well-known Scottish tunes, plus a few 
contemporary ones. 
 
 
 

 
Whisky Tasting: Scotland has over a hundred malt whisky distilleries, each of 
which produces a malt quite different in taste from any other whisky. However; 
fewer then half of these whiskies are bottled and marketed as single malts, the 
others being used in blended whiskies. The Scotch Malt Whisky Society 
selects casks from almost all of Scotland’s distilleries and bottles them for 
society members. To date the Society has bottled just over 100 different single 
malts. This evening guests will be invited to nose/taste examples of three 
different Single Malt Whiskies from three of the Whisky producing regions of 
Scotland. Experts from the Scotch Malt Whisky Society will be on hand to offer 
advice and by the end of the evening, guests will be able to understand the complexities of malt whiskies 
and can then apply the lessons learnt to any other malt whiskies they drink, thus heightening the pleasure 
in sampling Scotland’s “Amber Nectar”. 



 
 

DAY 2 
 
MMOORRNNIINNGG  CCIITTYY  OOFF  EEDDIINNBBUURRGGHH  TTOOUURR  

Proud guardian of a nation’s heritage, 
Edinburgh is one of the world’s most attractive 
capitals. The dramatic grandeur of its setting, 
its wealth of noble architecture and a long and 
stirring history combine to make an 
appropriate introduction to the romance that is 
Scotland. The brooding magnificence of 
Edinburgh Castle stands sentinel over the city 
from high atop the volcanic crags which Ice 
Age glaciers formed into a near-perfect 
defensive site. Iron Age man made the first 

encampment herewith its splendid views over the surrounding lochs and valleys; Dun-edin – the fort on the 
hillside – as the settlement came to be known, gradually spread down the ridge of the rock to become the 
city whose streets have witnessed all that is central to Scotland’s history. The Old Town, leading from 
Edinburgh Castle to the Palace of Holyroodhouse, sweeps eastward along the windy ridge known today as 
the Royal Mile. For many centuries this bustling thoroughfare was the hub of the city’s life. It was here, at 
Mercat Cross near St. Giles’ Cathedral, that (golfers take note!) that the caddie first entered history. 
Originating in the French word “cadet”, the caddies of Edinburgh were a wild and villainous crowd, though 
said to have had a remarkable sense of honour. In the days before street maps they congregated at Mercat 
Cross in the hope of attaching themselves to some bewildered stranger as a guide. It is reputed that a 
judge with original views on education sent his sons to become caddies, believing that the insight into 
human nature they would gain – coupled with the mental agility necessary to the calling – would be 
invaluable to them in their future legal careers. Built on seven hills, Edinburgh is sometimes known as 'The 
Athens' of the North; during your visit to the Castle you will be able to see the Scottish Crown Jewels, 
known officially as The Honours of Scotland and older by far than those of England, as well as the Stone of 
Scone on which Kings and Queens have been crowned for over a thousand years, the present Queen 
included. Following a visit here wend your way down to the Palace of Holyroodhouse, the official Scottish 
residence of Her Majesty the Queen. Forever associated with that unhappy lady Mary, Queen of Scots who 
spent six years of her uneasy reign here and setting for one of the best documented murders in history, the 
Palace nestles beneath the towering crags of Arthur’s Seat. 
  
EEDDIINNBBUURRGGHH  DDIINNIINNGG  EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEE  
Edinburgh boasts an infinite variety of restaurants and this evening, 
guests will have the opportunity of dining at one of a selection of 
Edinburgh’s finest.  What could be better than enjoying good food, 
wine, service and atmosphere in the company of friends and 
colleagues? The menu will consist of a mini a la carte menu offering a 
choice of 2/3 dishes from each course accompanied by half a bottle of 
house wine per person. Below are some Edinburgh restaurants that 
could be included in a dine-around programme 
 
The Vintners Rooms: It’s hard to think of anywhere as hauntingly special as the beautifully proportioned 
and magnificently plastered seventeenth century Vintners room in the historic Vaults at Leith. A huge fire 
dominates, candlelight alone illuminates and white napery and silver cutlery catch the eye. The staff are 
obviously proud to work in such a special environment and show much attention to detail. Market fresh 
produce gets skilful handling and the cooking is solid and classical with a few variations on the classical 
theme. 
Dubh Prais: Situated on the historic Royal Mile, Dubh Prais is a basement restaurant hidden behind a 
small doorway. Opened 123 years ago by award winning chef James McWilliams it is a small intimate 



restaurant down some steep steps from street level The name means ‘black cooking pot’ in Gaelic and is 
some indication of the Scottish fayre on offer. Presentation and service is first class. 
 
 
Stac Polly - Dublin Street: Set in the New Town of Edinburgh and taking its name from the magnificent 
mountain on Scotland’s West Coast, this basement restaurant plays host to a loyal clientele including some 
famous names. The whitewashed stonewalls and stone flagged floors give the place a homely, even rustic 
feel and complement the cuisine, which is Scottish with an air of originality. The chef/proprietor uses the 
finest and freshest produce from Scotland’s glorious larder and combines a variety of different ingredients 
which at first thought you would not think mix, but the proof is in the eating and the food just melts on the 
tongue, with lots of interesting and subtle flavours exploding on your palate.  
 

DAY 3 
 
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  GGLLEENNKKIINNCCHHIIEE  DDIISSTTIILLLLEERRYY  TTOOUURR  
Today’s tour will take you to a genuine working Distillery to see the Whisky process in action. Glenkinchie 

Distillery is the closest distillery to Edinburgh, producing a 
Lowland Malt Whisky, which has its own distinctive flavour. 
On arrival guests will be invited into the visitor centre where a 
short video will be shown about the production of Glenkinchie 
Malt Whisky. During the presentation you will be offered a 
“wee dram” to sample. Following the video, guests will then 
be taken on a tour of the distillery where the process will be 
explained from beginning to end and of course there will be 
an opportunity to purchase a few bottles in the shop which 
offers a wide selection of their own Malt Whiskies and other 

gifts, such as whisky chocolates. 
 
  
HHAALLFF--DDAAYY  MMUUSSEEUUMM  OOFF  SSCCOOTTLLAANNDD  &&  SSCCOOTTTTIISSHH  PPAARRLLIIAAMMEENNTT  TTOOUURR  
Opened in 1998 by Her Majesty the Queen the Museum of Scotland 
traces the emergence of Scotland from its prehistoric roots to the 
present day. Today we will visit just one area of the Museum the 
“Kingdom of the Scots. Here you are entering Scotland in history, 
the period where our understanding of objects from the past is aided 
by written accounts. Kingdom of the Scots takes Scotland from a 
time when it emerges as a nation through to 1707, and the Union of 
the Scottish and English parliaments. It explores the Gaelic 
heritage, the impact of Christianity and the emergence of a strong 
monarchy. It looks at towns and trade, and illustrates Scotland’s 
position in the wider world. Scottish merchants, scholars and soldiers travelled all over Europe. As you are 
taken around this superb area of the museum you will find evidence of a vibrant nation and an inventive 
people, but also of political and religious conflict. Scotland played its part in both the great artistic flowering 
of the Renaissance and the far-reaching changes of the Reformation. From the Museum of Scotland we 
will now move on to the new Scottish Parliament so that guests can see the latest chapter in the history of 
Scotland. Officially opened by Her Majesty the Queen on Saturday 9th October, This new building is 
somewhat controversial as it cost well over 4 times the initial budget coming in at £ 481 million.  Designed 
by a Spanish (Catalan) architect Enric Miralles, who unfortunately died before seeing the completed 
structure, this is an extraordinary building rising up from the earth. Located on the doorstep of the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse the New Parliament building is the seat of the Scottish Parliament, where the MSP’s 
(Members of the Scottish Parliament) conduct their day to day business. Depending on the business of the 
house, you may be able to do a tour of the Debating Chamber as well as other areas within the building. 
Some Highlights of the tour could include: The Main Hall, The Honours of Scotland by Graham Stewart and 
the Abstract design of the Saltire (Scottish Flag) moulded into the vaults (Miralles design), the main 
thoroughfare that connects all the buildings, 12 leaf-shaped roof lights made from steel, oak & glass, 



MSP’S Offices, town garden and the 17c Queensberry House, The Arniston stone taken from the Old 
Scottish Parliament (a link from the Old Parliament to to-day) view some of Enric Miralles’s  stunning 
architecture, then visit the debating chamber where you can see the Mace made from Scottish Silver & 
Gold (Marriage of the Parliament the land & the people) plus a visit to one of the 6 Committee Rooms. This 
tour will give you a real insight into the working’s of the Scottish Parliament. 
 
 
 
 
 
HHAALLFF  DDAAYY  TTOOUURR  TTOO  RROOSSSSLLYYNN  CCHHAAPPEELL  

The chapel, or collegiate church of St Michael, was established by William 
Sinclair in 1447 a short distance from the castle on the site of a former 
chapel. Intended as a cruciform collegiate church, it was never finished and 
consists only of a choir, parts of the east transept walls and a sacristy. 
Though not large, 68ft by 38ft (21m by 11.5m) and 40ft (12m) from floor to 
tunnel-vaulted roof, the whole chapel is profusely decorated with sculpture 
and carvings. Every conceivable roof rib, capital boss, arch and corbel is 
encrusted – whether human or animal figures, mouldings or foliage. 
Depictions include the Seven Deadly Sins, the Seven Cardinal Virtues, the 
Dance of Death and statues of apostils and martyrs‘. The sculpture has a 
denseness and repetitiousness that resembles cake-icing to topiary more 
than carving in stone. Perhaps the most famous feature is the ‘Apprentice 

Pillar’, described in a 19th century pamphlet as having “on the base several dragons in the strongest kind of 
basso relievo chained by the heads and twisted into one another. From base to capital and weaving in the 
spiral way are four wreaths of the most curious sculpture of flower-work and foliage, the workmanship of 
each being different… so exquisitely fine are these wreathings that I can resemble them to nothing else but 
Brussels lace”. Legend has it that the pillar was carved by an apprentice while the master – mason was 
away; on his return he was so jealous of its brilliance that he killed the apprentice with a mallet. Damaged 
by an Edinburgh mob in 1688, the chapel was fully restored in 1862 by the Earl of Rosslyn for Episcopalian 
use. 
  
HHAALLFF  DDAAYY  TTOOUURR  TTOO  LLIINNLLIITTHHGGOOWW  PPAALLAACCEE  
 

Today we will head a little way north of Edinburgh for a 
visit to Linlithgow Palace standing on the edge of 
Linlithgow Loch.  The ruins date back to the building 
commissioned by James V in 1425, following a fire the 
previous year, though some 
sections date from the 14th 
century. The vast scale of the 
building s demonstrated by the 
94’ long Great Hall, with huge 
fire-places and windows. The 

restored fountain in the courtyard was a wedding present in 1538 from James V to 
his wife, Mary of Guise. His daughter Mary Queen of Scots was born at Linlithgow in 
1542. 
 
Adjacent to the Palace is the Church  of St Michael, Scotland’s largest pre 
Reformation Church and a fine example of the Scottish Decorated style, 
Consecrated in the 13th Century, the church was damaged by the fire of 1424.  Mary 
Queen of Scots was baptised in the church.  The building as it is today was completed in the 16th Century. 
  
TTHHRREEEE  QQUUAARRTTEERR  DDAAYY  TTOOUURR  TTOO  TTRRAAQQUUAAIIRR  HHOOUUSSEE  



Traquair House lies just 50 minutes south of Edinburgh and claims to be the oldest continuously inhabited 
home in Scotland. It was originally the residence of William the Lion who held court here in 1209 and it is 
further claimed that no less than 27 Scottish and English monarchs (including Mary, Queen of Scots, 
Darnley and their baby James VI/I) have visited here. Alexander I signed a charter here over 800 years 
ago. Once a pleasure ground for Scottish kings in times of peace, then a refuge for Catholic priests in times  
 
of terror, the Stuarts of Traquair supported Mary, Queen of Scots and the Jacobite 
cause without counting the cost. Imprisoned, fined and isolated for their beliefs, their 
home, untouched by time, reflects the tranquillity of the family life. The first Laird fell 
with his king at Flodden in 1513, but today the Maxwell-Stuarts have opened 
Traquair to visitors so that they can also enjoy its unique atmosphere and history. 
During your visit, don’t forget to take a look at the famous Bear Gates, unopened 
since 1745 when Bonnie Prince Charlie passed through them for the last time. The 
gates will only be opened again when a Stuart ascends the throne. 
 
 
 
 
TTHHRREEEE  QQUUAARRTTEERR  DDAAYY  SSTTIIRRLLIINNGG  &&  BBAANNNNOOCCKKBBUURRNN  TTOOUURR  

Today, our tour will see guests visit deep in to “Braveheart Country” as we 
pay a visit to the Royal Burgh of Stirling and in particular Stirling Castle and 
Bannockburn. High up on a huge promontory of rock stands Stirling Castle 
with commanding views out across the plain below and often referred to as 
“the key to the highlands”.  With most of the buildings dating from the 15th 
and 16th centuries, it is truly a magnificent example of military and domestic 
architecture on a royal scale. It was in the Chapel Royal at Stirling that 
James VI of Scotland, later to become James I of England was baptised, 
and where Mary Queen of Scots was crowned at the age of nine months.  
The castle played an important part in what culminated in the battle of 
Bannockburn where Robert the Bruce finally defeated the English and gave 

the Scots the independence they desired. A short distance from Stirling Castle is located Bannockburn 
Heritage Centre. Robert the Bruce’s victory over the English at Bannockburn in 1314 still carries much 
symbolism in Scotland and you will be able to follow the details as we visit the site. Stirling castle held by 
the English was being besieged by Bruce’s brother. Edward II made a bargain with the English governor 
that if by midsummer no English army came with in 3 miles of Stirling then the castle would surrender. The 
English army hastening to raise the siege were led by King Edward II in person and had greatly superior 
numbers. But Robert the Bruce with a force made up almost entirely of pike-men, strengthened his 
carefully chosen position by strewing his front with caltrops (spiked iron balls) and planting sharp stakes in 
concealed pits so as to break the attack of the English cavalry. Although defeated the stood their ground 
until the Scottish camp-followers, like a fresh army suddenly appeared over Gillies Hill.  
 
The subsequent English rout was complete and their losses immense. Stirling surrendered, Edward II fled 
to Dunbar and the independence of Scotland was assured. 
  
EEDDIINNBBUURRGGHH  PPUUBB  EEVVEENNIINNGG  
Edinburgh has a large number of pubs within the city but during the evening many 
do not serve food, only at lunch times. However there are a few pubs that we have 
researched that will serve food in the evening and these could be used as part of a 
pub evening. Many of the pubs we use have historical interest attached to them 
and create a wonderful atmosphere for visitors to Edinburgh. The evening would 
consist of a three course dinner in the pub accompanied by unlimited drinks of 
either beer, wine or soft drinks. Should you wish to make the evening into a Pub 
Crawl then this can be accommodated. Some examples of pubs that can be used 
are outlined below: 



Deacon Brodies: Deacon Brodie was a respected councillor by day. But, he was a burglar by night. 
Robert Louis Stevenson's "Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" was based on Brodie's double life. The pub was named 
after Deacon Brodie.  
The Abbotsford: Built originally for Jenners across the street, this early 1900 listed building was designed 
by Henderson who also did Leslies in Ratcliffe Terrace. The pub has an Island bar, with a restaurant 
upstairs. The Pub has. Over 70 whiskies and a solid range of cask ales are on offer, including the popular 
Abbotsford seventy shilling. This is a gem of a pub architecturally with a real Edinburgh feel. 
The Beehive: This is a big old dark drinking den in the heart of the Old Town Grassmarket area. In the 
evenings there is a boisterous crowd made up of a good mix of locals, students and tourists. There are 
large TV screens for big televised sports fixtures, and the atmosphere for the rugby can be fantastic. The 
restaurant is located upstairs, serving a good selection of food. 
 

DAY 4 
 
GGOOLLFF  IINN  SSCCOOTTLLAANNDD  
Scotland's distinctive geographical features originally 
made the game what it is today. Turf and Dunes form the 
links (an old Scots word for the stretch of flat gently 
undulating ground that runs along the seashore). The 
Links courses, which are so characteristic of Scotland, 
offer a challenge to the overseas visitor that is second to 
none. The tradition in Scotland is that golf is played at a 
brisk pace - dictated perhaps by the weather!  As a rule of 
thumb, the average time taken to complete a round of golf 
is just a little over three hours. Scottish Links Courses 
demand their own style of play. Being on the coast, they 
are affected by the wind and, as a result, there has 
developed a style of play sometimes known as "bump and 
run". On inland courses it is possible to flight the ball, 
driving it up and away towards the green. On the links courses, this can too often mean a sacrifice in 
accuracy, as a tricky wind takes over. The knowing Scottish golfer will keep the ball low, relying on the 
bounce to carry the ball forward. This is known as "the bump" followed by the "run". However, even this 
technique has its hazards on a hard and uneven coastal fairway and part of the experience of Scottish golf 
is to master the unpredictable nature of the bounce itself - this is why links golf in Scotland is the ultimate 
test of any golfer's skill. Scotland is a golfer’s paradise with a multitude of courses to choose from.  
 
GGAALLAA  DDIINNNNEERR  AATT  HHOOPPEETTOOUUNN  HHOOUUSSEE  
 

Hopetoun House is perhaps 
Scotland's greatest Adam 
Mansion. Situated only 10 
miles from Edinburgh it 
stands in 100 acres of 
glorious parkland on the 

shores of the Firth of Forth and insight of the famous Forth Rail and Road Bridges. This stately house is the 
home of the Marquess of Linlithgow and is full of treasures - magnificent paintings, valuable furniture and 
tapestries. All these and much more will be on show as Hopetoun House opens its doors to you this 
evening. Coaches arrive at the front steps of this imposing house to be greeted by the House Piper who 
plays as guests ascend the steps. As you enter the house, coats are taken from you and you will be offered 
a drink of your choice together with Smoked Salmon canapés. You are then free to wander around the 
house to look at the treasures. Guides will be on hand to answer any questions that you may have. For 
entertainment a Harpist will be playing in the Red Drawing Room. At a given point the sound of the pipes 
will be heard again and the piper will lead you across to the ballroom where dinner will be served. Dinner 
will consist of a five course Scottish banquet served with wines and liqueurs. During dinner you will witness 
the ancient ceremony of the Presentation of the Haggis, Scotland's national dish. The Haggis is piped into 



the room and carried by the chef. It is then paraded around the room for all to see, finishing up at a small 
table in the centre of the room. The Piper will then address the Haggis using the immortal words penned by 
Rabbie Burns and then your VIP guest will be asked to ceremonially kill the Haggis by plunging a knife into 
it. Then all three drink a glass of Whisky to toast the Haggis following which each person will receive a 
small portion of Haggis to sample. When coffee is served guests are entertained by the Lothian Scottish 
Dance Band and a team of eight dancers from the Stirling branch of the Royal Scottish Dance Society. The 
display is of traditional country dancing and can also include some audience participation if desired. 
Following dinner, guests are invited outside where a surprise awaits them. When guests are assembled on 
the steps at the front of the House, they will see a Scottish Pipe and Drum band appear out of the darkness 
and into the floodlights. The band looking resplendent in their kilts and feather bonnets will proceed to give 
guests a demonstration of Beating Retreat. The skirl of the Pipes will send a shiver down your spine and 
will be a fitting end to your stay in Scotland. 
 
Beating Retreat: Originating in the 16th Century, the military ceremony of Beating Retreat once meant 
breaking of battle, but is now used as a ceremony to mark a special occasion. It is performed at Hopetoun 
under floodlight by a Scottish Pipe and Drum Band in full ceremonial uniform and lasts for approximately 
fifteen minutes. 
 
 

GGAALLAA  DDIINNNNEERR  AATT  MMAANNSSFFIIEELLDD  TTRRAAQQUUAAIIRR  
Mansfield Traquair is a former Catholic Church, located on the edge 
of Edinburgh’s historic New Town. The building was designed by the 
prominent nineteenth-century architect, Sir Robert Rowand Anderson 
and completed in 1885. The most outstanding feature of the church is 
the vast scheme of mural decoration painted by one of Scotland’s 
leading Arts and Crafts artists, Phoebe Anna Traquair in the 1890’s. 
The remarkable conjunction of Herculean labour on the part of the 
artist, the brilliant colour and the soaring space have led to this 
building being called Edinburgh’s Sistine Chapel. In 1993 a trust was 
set up to restore and preserve this vital piece of Edinburgh’s 
architectural heritage. The trust spent over £ 5 million restoring this 
treasure back to its former glory and now, in all its splendour, 
Mansfield Traquair is one of Edinburgh’s most spectacular venues 
and backdrop to your dinner this evening. 

 
 
GGAALLAA  DDIINNNNEERR  OONN  TTHHEE  RROOYYAALL  YYAACCHHTT  BBRRIITTAANNNNIIAA  
Home to Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal family, host to glittering State 
and official occasions, the Royal Yacht Britannia remains the most famous ship 
in the world. Launched in 1953, Britannia sailed over a million miles during the 43 
years she spent as the sovereign ship of the Royal Navy. With her magnificent 
State Apartments and elegant living quarters, monarchs, world leaders and 
eminent guests were entertained, princes and princesses honeymooned, and 
men were knighted and important national business as the order of the day. As 
the country’s roving embassy, Britannia witnessed countless historic events. 
Above all, the Royal Yacht was renowned as the Queen’s floating palace. During 
Britannia’s long and distinguished career, she conducted 968 Royal and official 
visit around the British Isles and overseas, with Her Majesty or her 
representatives on board. The ultimate honour however was an invitation to step 
on board the Royal Yacht, enter the State Apartments and dine at the table of 
Her Majesty The Queen. Following her decommissioning in 1997, Britannia now 
resides in Leith, the Port of Edinburgh and this evening, you are invited to take your place amongst the 
famous dignitaries and celebrated company by experiencing an evening to remember aboard Britannia. 
Prior to your visit to Britannia, each guest will receive an invitation card, designed to suit your occasion and 
inscribed with the official Britannia Royal Crest. Guests will approach the Royal Yacht, along the quayside 



where she is moored and will stop at the Royal Brow (gangplank) a privilege previously reserved for 
members of the Royal Family. As you ascend the Royal Brow, Britannia’s Pipe Major will welcome you in 
true Scottish style. Guests will then be ushered into the magnificent State Apartments where pre dinner 
drinks and canapés will be served, specially prepared by Britannia’s Executive Chef. A Pianist will be 
playing the piano, where such people as Noel Coward once entertained the Queen and invited guests. 
Following the reception, Britannia’s tour guides, attired in evening uniform, will escort you around the Royal 
Apartments where the Queen and her family resided whilst on board, ending at the State Dining Room 
where dinner will be served. Dinner will be a sumptuous affair accompanied by fine wines and liqueurs and 
musical entertainment to suit the occasion. For a spectacular finish to the evening it would be possible to 
have a Pipe and Drum Band Beat retreat on the quayside or even a dramatic fireworks display across the 
water. Dining on board Britannia is a once in a life-time opportunity and is something that will be 
remembered for a long time. 

NOTE: This evening is a formal Black Tie Event as it would have been on a State Occasion. This 
would be the perfect occasion to dress guests up in formal kilts, which would be suitable for such a forma 
occasion. 
  
NOTE: The maximum capacity for dinner in the State Dining Room on board Britannia is 96. However 
for larger numbers there is an exciting new area that can be used, the “Royal Deck” which then gives a 
capacity for 176 guests to dine on board. Traditionally used by the Royal Family for cocktail parties. Under 
a canopy, the assembled guests would be shaded from the sun whilst enjoying the stunning views in 
Britannia’s ports of call across the globe. With its seemless glass wall and original teak deck the Royal 
Deck is a faithful re-creation of this original design  
  
  
  
  
KKIILLTT  HHIIRREE  
Have you ever wondered what it is like to wear the kilt? Well this evening, guests will have 
the opportunity of doing just that as we hire kilt outfits for the gentlemen and sashes for 
the ladies. The gentlemen look splendid in their kilt outfits (even if feeling a little 
vulnerable) whilst the ladies look elegant, wearing a tartan sash over their evening 
dresses. 
 



 
CCOOSSTT  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  FFOORR  EEDDIINNBBUURRGGHH  SSAAMMPPLLEE  PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE  

AAPPRRIILL  22001100  ––  MMAARRCCHH  22001111  ((OOUURR  RREEFF::  1100--00337799))  
CCOOSSTT  AANNAALLYYSSIISS  PPRREEPPAARREEDD  99  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR    22000099  

 
All prices quoted are based on a minimum group of 100 people travelling to Edinburgh in 2010. Should the 
number of participants increase or decrease SPECTRA reserves the right to re-cost the programme based 
on the new number of participants. Prices quoted are SPECTRA best estimated net rates in Pounds 
Sterling and are inclusive of service charges where applicable and VAT (Value Added Tax) at the projected 
rate of 17.5% applicable from 1st January 2010 and subject to change due to Government legislation. All 
transportation will be by luxury air-conditioned motorcoach, unless otherwise advised, accompanied by a 
qualified English speaking guide throughout. 
 


